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Violence against children 
at home in croatia1

1 in 4

1 in 8

every fourth child aged 16 has: 

›  experienced physical punishment at home

›  experienced psychological abuse at home 

›  witnessed violence between parents

In 2016, every eighth child was physically 
abused at home.

50% of mothers who participated in 
the research said that they have hit 
their child, and the most common 
reasons are the following:

41 % loss of self-control

30 % to discipline their child 

24 % to teach their child how  
 to behave

20 % feeling helpless / not   
 knowing what else to do.

42 %   youth 

32 %  parents  

32 %  school employees 

  7 %   kindergarten employees 

31 %  youth 

16 %  parents  

19 %  school employees 

  5 %  kindergarten employees

1,400 social workers and other experts will 
enhance their knowledge and skills necessary 
to provide support for families at risk.

Persons benefiting from the programme 
through the social care system each year are:

   5,500  families at risk  
29,000  children

Psychological abuse of children 
is still not declining

believe that 
spanking a 
young child 
is justified  
in order  
to discipline  
the child.

believe that 
occasionally 
hitting a child 
has positive 
effects 
on their 
upbringing. 

Views on Physical 
Punishment of children2
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